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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 

April 2018 

 

 

 
...and we hates them......Well thatôs very nice isnôt 
it  precious, we spend all day doing tax returns   
only to find that they stole it from usò.....yes, very 
nice. The Dark Lords in DC always stuffing their 
faces with the preciousò.   I guess I should get over 
the fact that my very most least favorite time of the 
year is now firmly with us. TAXTIME.  I feel good about 
contributing, its a civic duty, its the law, I understand 
the concept, but why, in the name of the precious, 

does it reduce me into a sniveling, groveling facsimile of Gollum on a bad day? ñTax times 
my loves, we hates it. It might be better if the ones that takes it all werenôt such a 
bunch of Orcôses, but Orcôses they are, and as we know, Orcôses arenôt very nice... No 
my love, not very nice at allò.  There I feel a bit better now.  It is done, and I have nearly 
filed.. one last check (the one I write to them) and its all over for another year.  
 
So onto Club Business... After the horrors that I have witnessed on the TurboTax battlefield I 
am looking forward to exercising my freedoms, via a large dose of right foot on Mike Kôs ñOld 
Hobbits (good play on words eh??? ) Die Hardò, this time I am taking the Z06 and the radar 
detector, I have earned this one. Then don't forget the general membership meeting on the 
4th, and ñLunch with Mike at Neighbors kitchenò the very next day; this promises to be anoth-
er fun fast run with the two lads from Weston lakes leading, one in his new, fast Z06, the oth-
er one...well not so fast, but faster than me, bringing up the rear or middle or wherever he 
wants as itôs his run. Then on the 14th, one for the waxerôs at the Space City Corvette Club 
Car show, and a possible run on the 15th so, keep an eye on the Calendar. On the 22nd is 
the ñBernhardt Winery Lawn Concertò which has three elements to it so even if you don't 
come to the wine tasting, or the early dinner, you can still come to the concert featuring a 
Beatles tribute band. I went on their website... and ñclose your eyes, and Iôll kiss youò ... So, 
what i meant to stay was, close your eyes, and its Liverpool, the Cavern Club and 1964 all 
over. The month of activities round out with the COCH car show on the 28th. So plenty to 
chase the Tax day blues out of all of us, even Gollum. 
 
Canôt pass up the opportunity to give a sincere thanks to all who turned out for the First      
Ladyôs  ñRun to the Hills #4ò, and also to Suzanne for pulling it all together,    and yes, I did 
miss the turn that she indicated I would (in red on the instructions) and yes, this was the third 
time, but I wasnôt the only one......... not this time anyway.  
 
 
Finally, Activities Chair, and Senior Cruise Master ñBrother Mikeò told the board that May and 
June could use an event or two. Particularly June, although I believe we have the SJCC auto-
cross in June and there is a week long Corvette Road Trip being hosted by the First Lady in 
May... but plenty of free dates. So call Mike... get an event pulled together.  
 
 
ñTax time my precious. We hates it.ò 
 
Gollum of Middle Earth  
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NOTES FROM THE 2
ND
 FIDDLE           

(VICE PRESIDENTôS REPORT) 
April 2018 

Writerôs Block, according to that omniscient electronic 
knowledge reservoir of the internet, otherwise known as Wik-
ipedia, ñis a condition, primarily associated with writing, in 
which the author loses the ability to produce new work, or ex-
periences a creative slowdown.ò   

ñYes, Doctor, thatôs what Iôve got.  I canôt seem to come up 
with an article for this monthôs Grand Sport.  Duane, our trust-
ed Newsletter Editor, is giving me the evil eye at meetings, and 

no doubt sticking pins in a crudely constructed doll vaguely resembling me after a weekend of 
heavy yard work.ò 

 

ñSon, calm down.  Itôs just a short article.  Drink a beer.  Something will come to you.ò 

 

ñGee, thanks Doc.ò 

 

ñNo problem.  Thatôll be $300.00.ò 

 

ñIôve got insurance through Endless Profits Health Insurance Corporation.  Will that cover 
  it?ò 

 

ñAfraid not, Son.  Your policy only covers hangnails requiring surgery and cases of        
 Elbonian toe fungus.  Unless you want to submit a claim under the mental health clause, 
 in which case youôll need to undergo a full psychiatric evaluation.  Oh, and you have to 
 pay everything out of pocket first till you meet your insanely high deductible, then forty 
 percent of everything after that.ò 

 

ñYou take American Express?ò 

 

That folks, is how you conquer the dreaded Writerôs Block (at least until next month).  Just 
 crack open a beer, sit down, and start typing whatever pops into your head, however 
 senseless and ridiculous it may seem.   

 

Just like Writerôs Block, Mechanicôs Block, or the inability to solve basic automotive          
 mechanical problems, can usually be solved by grabbing the right tool and getting to work, 
 one nut or bolt at a time.  Iôll give you an example of basic automotive maintenance that 
 anyone can do on a Corvette: changing your oil.  All it takes are a few simple tools, a little 
 bit of your time, and a willingness to get your hands dirty.  Hereôs how: 
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1. Raise the front of the vehicle to a height sufficient to clear your waistline and 
place it on jack stands.  Use wheel chocks behind the rear tires to prevent the 
vehicle from rolling off the jack stands and turning you into a thinner version of 
yourself.  

2. Slide under the car, place a suitable drain pan under the oil pan drain bolt and  
remove the drain bolt (remember the mechanicôs golden rule: Righty Tighty, 
Lefty Loosey).  The oil will now drain out into your drain pan, or at least close 
to it.  While the oil is draining, remove the oil filter using a dedicated filter 
wrench (about $5 at the auto parts store).  You can also use the time-honored 
but messier shade-tree mechanicôs screwdriver method.  

3. After the oil is drained or at least slowed to the rate of a leaky faucet, re-install 
the drain plug, tightening to the required torque value (see your trusty shop 
manual), or using the Kentucky windage method of snug plus a half-turn.  
Take your new filter, dip your finger in some of the used oil and rub it on the 
rubber filter gasket, and spin the new filter on by hand until it is hand tight.  
Then using your $5 filter wrench, tighten it a quarter-turn more. The screwdriv-
er method is not advisable for installing a new filter. 

4. Open the hood and look for the oil cap on top of the passenger side of the en-
gine.  Itôs pretty obvious where it is ï look for something round marked ñOILò, 
or ñ710ò for you vertically challenged folks.  Take off the oil cap and pour in 6.2 
quarts (or whatever amount your ownerôs manual says) of the motor oil of your 
choice.      Re-install the oil cap. 

5. Lower the vehicle and re-set the oil life indicator on your dash display (the pro-
cedureôs in the glove-box manual). 

6. Scrub the grease and grime off of your hands, arms and face, crack open a 
beer and celebrate a job well done. 

 

OR 

 

 Just take it to your mechanic and spend the extra $15 to have them change your oil.  Iôll 
 bet they take American Express. 

 

 

Your Superfluous Excellency, 

 

Mark White 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

April 2018 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS ï This month we have 4 new members approved at the March Board  
meeting (well, we do have standards, ya know), for a total of 187.   

Please welcome: 

Reed Smith and Kim Oxford of Katy ï They have a 2015 white Stingray convertible, 
and were introduced to the Club by Bob Berger and Carl Carrington. 

Eric and Susan Miller of Houston ï Just took delivery of their new 2018 Admiral Blue 
Stingray coupe, and are still breaking it in and reading the manual. Referral is from  
Suzanne. 

 

NAME BADGES ï For new members, the first name badge is provided compliments of the 
Club. If any member wants to order an extra one for $10 to put in the ñotherò car or to replace 
a misplaced one, they can ask me or go directly to Melanie Carrington, our new Insignia 
chairperson. 

 

DUES  ï Club dues are $75 (single) and $100 (couple).  Please make your check payable to 
SJCC, and mail to Paul Grout/SJCC, 2605 Lakeway Dr, Seabrook, TX 77586. The             
application form for new members can be printed from our web site; go to  

sanjacintocorvetteclub.org, then click on AboutUs/Membership.  FYI: The dues you pay when 
joining or renewing include the dues for NCCC; the Club then forwards the NCCC  portion to 
them. 

 

SHUTTERFLY  ï You can see photos that other members have posted from SJCC events, 
or post picture that you have, and see who other members are from individual named photos.  
These are only visible to SJCC members. To get access, contact Suzanne at                     
suzvette01@hotmail.com.   Then go to sanjacintocorvetteclubphotos.shutterfly.com. From 
this site you can also order apparel, or contact Melannie Carrington/Insignia. 

 

paul_grout@live.com (thereôs an underscore in that space) 

281-309-2414 

 

APRIL SUN 

  ROOFôS OFF 

   HELMETS ON 

    HANDS FREE 

     FEET ON THE WHEEL 

             

             LETôS GO! 

mailto:suzvette01@hotmail.com
mailto:paul_grout@live.com
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SJCC CELEBRATIONS ð APRIL 

5ǳŀƴŜ [ŜŜ 
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April 2018 

GOVERNORôS REPORT 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Southwest Region Awards Banquet 
The Regions Awards Banquet took place on 10

th
 March 

in Blanco, TX.  Ken & Marilyn Bakenhus, Fred & 
Lourdes Bakenhus and Geoff & I attended.  Gilbert and 
Brenda Fergerson had planned to join us but unfortu-
nately they had C2 car trouble on their way up and had 
to hitch a ride back on a flat bed truck!!   
 

It was a great evening with both Bob Pattillo and Fred receiving recognition for being in the 200 
points plus category.  Bob opting for a shirt, and Fred a plaque.  (Bob I have your shirt!)   
 
SJCC Auto Cross 
Save the date.  Our auto cross event has been brought forward this year an will take place on 
Saturday 9

th
 and Sunday 10

th
 June, 2018.  Block the dates now so that you can come out and 

give your car a run on the track and see your times, or come out and volunteer to help with the 
event.  We will back at the Houston Police Academy on the corner of Rankin and Aldine-
Westfield.  More details as we get closer to the date.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Save the waveééééé. 
Regards, 

Suzanne Ansley 

SJCC Governor 

 



 

 9 

News from your Activity Director  

April 2018 

  
We sure had some good road trips this last month.  This 
month kicks off with road trip (/eating), car show, another 
road trip (/eating) and finally road trip, winery, eating, 
winery music by Fab 5.  If you havenôt heard the Fab 5. 
They are Beatles ñinvokersò and fantastic.  However: I do 
need to dispel the rumor that the Beatles broke up      
because Geoff refused to join them as lead sing.  
Though to me it seems a perfect cover for the time he 
spent in Her Majesties Secret Service (MI 6)  

 
May has some fun events, especially with Suzanneôs trip Tail of two Tails to the Biltmore. Nine 
days of twisty roads good food, and interesting places to see.  Donôt leave out being with good 
friends.  We have a couple of events pending waiting for Board approval, and Iôll get them    
penciled in for May and beyond. 
 
Several members have come to me with ideas for events that they would like to put on and 
thatôs great and all sound like fun.  I cannot hound on it enough events do not have to include 
road trips, and if it is something you want to do then I bet you there are others of us that would 
like to do it with you as well.  Also remember if you are thinking of an event where you are plan-
ning to provide food donôt hesitate to put in your flyer ñ$5.00 a personò or whatever the cost 
might be.  If you need help with an event get a hold of me I believe I have plenty of experience 
and always ready to help. 
 
Just wanted to post again how much better road trips are when you are better able to communi-
cate with other drivers.  Anne Craddick Marquart said quite a few years ago how much she 
missed until she got her cb radio.  CBôs seem hit or miss in Corvettes due to the grounding    
issue of plastic (fiber glass) cars, Kathieôs seems to work in her C6 but mine (identical radio) 
does not work worth a dang in my C5.  Kathie and I were talking this morning about the radios 
Mike Spazziani had talked about and I was going to head to Best Buy and get a couple, she 
said ñdo in on line.ò  She remembers the time around a big holiday when the refig water filter 
went out and she sent me out for a new one and I came back with a BIG flat screen to be      
delivered that day and set up.  She thought I was joking till they came rolling up with it. Oh yeah, 
I did remember to get the filters.  
 
Mike K  
Chairman Fun and Games, 
Shenanigans and Dragon Slayings  
mikek307@sbcglobal.net 

ñWhatôs going on in our little world?ò 
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Golden Rules of Road Tripping 
 

1. Be on time. ie. Well before Driverôs Meeting 

2. Arrive ready to go ï full gas tank and empty bladder 

3. Be sure to sign waivers and event sign-in sheet. 

4. Pay attention at Driverôs Meeting. Be courteous and respectful 

5. If you do not understand ask 

6. Keep up. Event leaders will try to set a reasonable pace 

7. Keep safe distance behind car in front of you 

8. Being over taken by another Corvette, let him in donôt just speed up. 

9. Do not try to overtake too many cars at once. 

10.Do not pass or over take leader 

11.In making a turn make sure the drivers behind see where we are turning. 

Wait 

12.If a driver has to pull off the road pull over with then and be sure to radio 

ahead about the situation and stay till it is resolved 

13.Directions are not etched in stone and may be subject to an impromptu 

change.  Stay with the leader. 

14.Remember there is nothing worse than the sound of busting fiberglass,    

especially if it is yours. Be safe. Be courteous  
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April Events:   
Neighbors Kitchen and Grill Run: April 7 

Corvettes and Crawfish Car Show: April 14 

Letôs Ride: April 15 

Bernhardt Winery Lawn Concert: April 22 

Corvettes Ready COCH Car Show: April 28 

 

 

 

Future Events:  (Info/Flyers attached)  
NAACC Fox ôN Hound Car Show: May 5 

Trip of 2 Tails: May 12-20 

SJCC Auto Cross: June 9-10 

SJCC Christmas Party and Awards Banquet: Dec 1, 2018 
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When:   Saturday 7 th April, 2018   
 
Where:   Buc -eeõs ð Katy  
   27700 Katy Fwy  

At I -10 and Cane Island Parkway  
(Meet at the North -west corner of Buc ees)   

 
Driverõs Meeting:  8:30 a.m. 
 
Depart:            8:45 a.m.   

 
  
 
 
 
 

Lunch with Mike at  

Neighbors Kitchen & Yard  
 

Ever  think  about  riding  in the  MS150,  but  not  on a bike?  Join  us for  a fun  run  through  the 
countryside west of Houston. We will run many of the same miles  that the  MS150 cyclists  
will travel in late  April.  Leaving  AGAIN   from  Buc -ees (love those nice, clean bathrooms)  in  
Katy,  then  winding our way thru Bellville, Winchester and  Fayetteville.  

 

We will end up at Neighbors Kitchen and Yard in Bastrop for a fun lunch on the banks of  the 
Colorado  River.  Neighbors  is a br eath  of fresh  air,  serving  up  quality  scratch -made  
food,  craft cocktails and live tunes. If you want to hang around awhile after lunch, grab a 
seat on the deck  and enjoy a cold one while you listen to The Merles, a classic country band 
out of Austin.  Enter tainment starts at  2:00.  

 

If  youõre not  into  the  live  music,  stroll  a couple  of  blocks  away  and  enjoy  Bastrop.  It  is a 
quaint and charming small town with fantastic places to eat,  shop  and  play.  Downtown  
boasts numerous  art  galleries,  antique s  and  craft  shops.   For   something   out   of   the   
ordinary, check out Bastropõs Historic Farm Street Chicken Sanctuary, where chickens 
roam the  street protected from fast drivers (those nasty Mustangs) and anyone wishing to 
harm  them.  

 

Heading  home  and looking  for  something  different,  try  the  ride  through  Bastrop  and  
Buescher State  Parks.  Not  going  to  break  any  speed  records,  but  some  beautiful  views,  
even  in the  wake  of the devastating fires. There is a small drive thru fee, but all for a good  
cause.  

Please call Carl or Duane if you have any  questions:  

Duane Lee ð 281-222-5459  

duanelee22@att.net  

Carl Carrington ð 281-389-2595  

cwcmlc@gmail.com  
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ñRumour spreadin' a - 'round óbout that Texas 

town . A nd 'bout that place  inda town  La Grange  

And you know what I'm talkin' about ? 

Just let me know if you wanna go  

to that town  out on the range. ò* 

¶ My apology and thanks to ZZ Top 

Sunday April 15, 2018 

 

Meet  Buckeeôs I10 West Cane Island Exit 

Driverôs Meeting  9:00 am  Depart 9:30 

(Remember full tank, empty Bladder) 

 

We are going to do a little cruzinô thru the back roads to La Grange (did ya guess) and have 

lunch at Bistro 108.  Bistro 108 has been described as ñA diamond in the rough,ò excellent food 

and terrific wine selection 

 

 

ñLetôs Rideò 

Mike K  

Mikek307@sbcglobal.net 
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Private Wine Tasting Event ς limited tickets 
Bernhardt Winery 
9043 County Road 204 (off FM 105) 
Plantersville, Texas 77363 
 
When:  Sunday, April 22nd 2018 
 
We have 20   2 tickets available for this one-hour private wine tasting at Bernhardt 
Winery in Plantersville from 1.30 to 2.30 p.m. 
 
Tickets are $15.00 per person and proceeds will go to the SJCC Christmas Party  
 
Please email me at suzvette01@hotmail.com for tickets, which will be issued on a first 
come first served basis.  Once I send you a confirmation email that you have a ticket(s) 
ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƭ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ά{W//έ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎΦ  I will provide the 
mailing details at that time. 
 
 

OPEN TO ALL SJCC CLUB MEMBERS: - 
!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŜ ǘŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ wŀƴǎƻƳΩǎ {ǘŜŀƪƘƻǳǎŜΣ 
300 CB Stewart Drive, Montgomery for an early dinner.  We will arrive there at 3.30 p.m.  
All club members are welcome to join us for an early dinner.   
 
After dinner, those that are interested will caravan back to the Bernhardt Winery (only 
15 minutes away) to attend the Bernhardt Winery Lawn Concert series, which will 
feature the cover ōŀƴŘ άCŀō рέΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ recreate the spirit & enthusiasm of the British 
Invasion.  The Fab 5 is a Houston based Beatles Tribute Band performing the greatest 
hits of THE BEATLES, and the Pop Beat music of The 60's and 70's! 
 
There is a $ 15.00 cover charge per person for the lawn concert (this in not incl. in the 
wine tasting cost).  Alcoholic drinks must be bought at the winery, however you can 
bring whatever food you like such as cheese, crackers, cold cuts, etc.  Pack your chairs 
and blankets, as this is an outside concert. 
 
We will plan to arrive back at the winery around 5 p.m. to secure a good seating area 
and settle in before the concert starts.  
 
Questions???  Email me at suzvette01@hotmail.com or call   713 398 7554 
  
https://bernhardtwinery.com 
 
Suzanne Ansley 
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Spring Corvette Shows 
Spring has sprung!  You can easily tell this time of the year has come because of the calendar 
(duh!), the weeds growing in your lawn, the upcoming Tour Du Fleur, and the yellow pollen 
covering everything outside.  This time of the year also means that Corvette charity shows are 
shortly upcoming for our sister Houston Clubs. 

The first Corvette show of the year is being hosted by the Space City Corvette Club held on 

Saturday, April 14.  This show is always a lot of fun with the crawfish and fixings on the menu 

and the venue on NASA 1.  Check out the flyer with details below.  
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The second Corvette charity show of the season is being held by the Corvette Owners Club of 
Houston on Saturday, April 28, at the Sugar Land Town Square. Their flyer is below. 

  
 

The third show of the season is the annual National Afro-American Corvette Club event on  
Saturday, May 5, at the Fox and Hound on Westheimer.  Their web site is not active currently 
so I do not have a flyer available.  If I can get one, I'll send it out.  If not, show up at their site 
about 9 or 10 A.M. on the 5th and register at the event. 

Support our sister clubs by entering your car in their show and supporting the worthy charities.  
Plus you can earn club points and concours points by participating.  A "Twofer"! 

Note that our annual Kemah Corvette Show is not on the calendar this year.  We're working on 
other options to support our charities as this is being written.  Follow this space for further     
updates. 

 

Frank Bobbie 
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We will travel back roads on our journey to Asheville, North 
Carolina. We will depart Houston on the 12th May and along the 

way we will stay 2 nights in Natchez, a night in Tupelo  
and a night in Calhoun.   

 
We will travel along the Natchez Trace, Blue Ridge Parkway  

as well as some other amazing fun roads. Donôt miss out on this 
fun trip, its not that far away! 

 

 
A day at the Biltmore House 

 
Email me if you want to come along.   

Suzanne Ansley - suzvette01@hotmail.com 
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Hotel Lobby Bar 

 

 
King Room 

 

 Dinner & Drink Tickets:  $55 per person, includes 2 free drink tickets per person. 
                 Cash Bar for Additional Drinks 
 
Hotel Room Rates:  $109 + tax per night for King Room 

                (A dedicated reservation webpage is being set-up by the hotel.  Flyer will be updated when the webpage is online.) 
 

               **Rooms being held for discount will be released after November 1, 2018 
                  Discounted Parking in attached garage:  $13 (event), $24 (overnight) 
                                      Valet Parking:  $19 (event), $36 (overnight) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make checks payable to: SJCC (include any additional amount for free room raffle 
tickets) 
 
Mail payment to:  Mark White 
        440 W 18th St. 
        Houston, Texas 77008 
 
Questions:  Please call Mark White at 713-818-8397 or email at 
mark.white@mwhitelaw.com 

1 Free King Room will be raffled off at the October club meeting.  Raffle tickets may be 
purchased at any time for $5 for one ticket or $10 for three tickets.  You do not need to be 
present at the October meeting to win. 


